Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Washington  D.C. 


” Ti>  ? 


lTeTr  a r yI 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORD 

* QCT  2 8 1S58  * j 

y.  9,  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  I 


SEEDS 
FFVS  H-58 
October  15,  1958 


DANISH  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED  OUTLOOK  FOR  1958-59 
REFLECTS  SMALLER  CROPS  AND  HIGHER  PRICES 


The  1958  Danish  grass  and  legume  seed  crops  were  materially  below 
those  of  1957.  This,  coupled  with  below  normal  carryovers  of  most 
kinds  of  seeds,  resulted  in  sharp  increases  in  price.  For  example, 
white  clover  was  quoted  at  the  end  of  July  at  UU  cents  per  pounds 
by  the  middle  of  September  the  price  had  advanced  to  76  cents  per 
pound.  Since  Denmark  is  the  primary  European  source  of  grass  and 
legume  seeds,  the  Danish  situation  is  likely  to  affect  the  demand 
and  price  for  seeds  throughout  Europe. 

Grass  seed  acreage  during  1957  was  li  percent  smaller  than  during 
the  previous  year,  while  the  legume  seed  acreage  was  29  percent 
larger. 

The  estimated  1958-59  total  grass  and  legume  seed  supply  of  65,911 
thousand  pounds  is  23  percent  below  the  1957-58  supply  of  85,3U2 
thousand  pounds.  Alloirijig  for  normal  consumption  in  1958-59 
(18,728  thousand  pounds),  the  amount  available  for  export  and  carry- 
out is  only  U8,219  thousand  pounds  compared  with  76,663  thousand 
pounds  in  the  previous  crop  marketing  season.  Exports  totaled 
58,552  thousand  pounds  in  1957-58,  and  assuming  a moderate  carryout 
of  16,53U  thousand  pounds,  the  exportable  surplus  is  31>U31  thousand 
pounds  or  53  percent  of  the  previous  year’s  shipments. 


DENMARK:  Grass  and  legume  seed  supnly  and  distribution, 
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1/  There  is  a slight  discrepancy  between  distribution  and  supply;  it  is  attributed  to  incomplete  production 
reports . 


Grass  and  legume  seed  sun-ply  and  distribution 
estimates,  1958-59 
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